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From the President
Dear Friends,

On our cover you will see the words Echoes of Tradition, Voices of Tomorrow. They capture, in many 
ways, the living spirit of the American Farm School today: a place where deep-rooted values guide bold 
innovation, and where each new generation learns not only to inherit the land, but to shape the future.

This issue of “The Sower”reflects that powerful continuity.

We begin with a milestone that speaks directly to our mission and to the generosity of our community: 
the inauguration of the Joannie and Nicholas Danielides Wing, home of our new Nutrition and Culinary 
Center. This transformational addition to campus strengthens our “learn by doing” philosophy across 
all levels of education – from our youngest learners to Perrotis College students and lifelong learners. 

Our students continue to show the world what is possible when opportunity meets preparation. From 
Singapore, where our high school team earned global recognition at the Aramco STEM Racing World 
Finals, to international science and astronomy competitions where AFS students represented Greece 
with distinction, their achievements are a testament to hands-on learning, inspired teaching, and do-
nor-supported programs that open doors far beyond our campus.

Behind every student success stands a dedicated faculty. This issue highlights our investment in edu-
cators through professional development led by Dr. Andrew Baker; an initiative supported by Trustee 
Deborah Androus and rooted in our belief that teaching excellence is essential to student growth.

We also celebrate the rhythms of tradition that anchor our community. The Feast of  St. John 
Chrysostom, our annual panigyri, reminds us that faith, culture, and service are inseparable from 
education. At the same time, projects such as camelina cultivation for sustainable aviation fuels and 
the OPTIMA digital olive protection platform demonstrate how our students and researchers are re-
sponding to today’s environmental and agricultural challenges with creativity and purpose.

Our ties reach far beyond Thessaloniki. Whether welcoming Future Farmers of America students from 
Iowa or celebrating with donors in New York City, the American Farm School remains a global commu-
nity united by shared values. Scholarships, partnerships, and exchanges continue to transform lives 
– made possible by friends like you.

For 121 years, the School has honored its traditions while preparing students to lead in a changing 
world. As you read this issue, I hope you will hear both the echoes of those who built this Institution and 
the confident voices of tomorrow rising from our classrooms, farms, and laboratories.

Thank you for believing in our mission and for helping us sow the seeds of a more sustainable future.
Warm wishes for a healthy and prosperous 2026!

Sincerely,

Jeff Lansdale, Ph.D.
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On a momentous day at the American Farm School, the "Joan-
nie and Nicholas Danielides Wing" was officially inaugurated in 
the presence of Trustees and honorary guests, including Maria 
Olson, former Chargé d’Affaires at the U.S. Embassy in Greece. 
This significant event marked the beginning of a pivotal chap-
ter in the School’s ongoing efforts to enhance its educational 
offerings in nutrition through the development of the Nutrition 
and Culinary Center. 

The primary objective of the  Center is to create an environ-
ment that encourages a healthy, well balanced, Mediterra-
nean  diet  to school students (from Pre-K) and their parents, 
extending to formal Food Science and Technology Education 
at Perrotis College and Nutrition and Culinary Studies at Junior 
College, and offering lifelong learning opportunities to those 
involved in nutrition.

As a central component of the Capital Campaign to revitalize 
the Educational Farm, the Center will offer students hands-on 
training in nutritional science, food preparation, and sustain-

“Joannie and Nicholas Dianelides Wing” Inauguration: 
A New Era of Education and Nutrition

ability, bridging the gap between academic knowledge and 
practical, real-world applications. The event was a celebration 
not only of the Danielides family's generosity but also of the 
partnership between the American Farm School, its communi-
ty, and its supporters, all united by a shared vision for a health-
ier, more sustainable world.
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AFS Shines at Aramco 
STEM Racing 2025  
World Finals

Young Minds, Global Achievements

Professional Development 
for Faculty by Dr. Baker

AFS High School students earned global recognition at the Aramco 
STEM Racing 2025 World Finals (formerly F1 in Schools), held in 
Singapore, where their team, Velkoi Racing, earned a top-three 
spot in the Innovative Thinking Award category. The team, which 
also included members from the Moraitis School and the 2nd Mod-
el High School of Athens, stood out among 83 teams from 65 coun-
tries, showcasing their creativity and technical expertise.

Students Katerina Vasilaki, Giorgos Katsaros, and Aristeidis 
Moschopoulos, guided by Physics teacher Nikolas Pegiopou-
los, traveled to Singapore to proudly represent Greece. Their 
achievement highlights the School’s focus on hands-on STEM 
education, encouraging students to develop research, team-
work, and problem-solving skills. “This success is a testament 
to what can be achieved when talent is paired with guidance 
and knowledge,” said Mr. Pegiopoulos.

As part of their recognition, the team had the incredible op-
portunity to visit the Alpine F1 Team paddock during the Sin-
gapore Grand Prix, meeting Formula 1 engineers and exploring 
cutting-edge racing technology. The team’s use of recycled 
materials and advanced modeling techniques demonstrated 
how sustainability and innovation go hand in hand.

Two AFS students recently made their mark on the internation-
al scientific stage, earning accolades that reflect their curiosity, 
discipline, and deep engagement with contemporary scientific 
challenges.

Alexandros Tzioras, a senior at General High School, views 
science as a bridge between technology and human well-be-
ing. Representing Greece at the 36th European Union Contest 
for Young Scientists in Riga, Latvia, he presented a research 
project focused on using artificial intelligence to predict car-
diovascular diseases. As one of only three students selected 
nationwide to compete, Alexandros impressed the judges with 
the scientific depth, technological sophistication, and societal 
relevance of his work. He described the experience as both de-
manding and inspiring, crediting the School for providing the 
opportunities that allowed his ideas to flourish and reach an 
international audience.

Meanwhile, Alexandros Papathanasiou, a sophomore at the 
General High School, returned from Romania with a bronze 
medal from the International Olympiad on Astronomy and As-
trophysics for Juniors. Competing against peers from around 
the world, he faced a rigorous combination of theoretical 
problem-solving, observational challenges, and hands-on tele-
scope work. This achievement builds on a strong foundation 
from his time at Haseotes Middle School, where he earned first 
place in the Panhellenic Astronomy and Astrophysics Competi-
tion "Ptolemaios" and won first prize in the Panhellenic Biology 
Competition. Reflecting on the Olympiad, he emphasized the 
intensity of the theoretical challenges and the need for both 
deep understanding and quick thinking – qualities that contin-
ue to define his approach to science.

These accomplishments showcase the School’s commitment 
to fostering inquisitive minds and supporting students as they 
explore diverse scientific fields. Through rigorous learning and 
valuable opportunities, the American Farm School encourag-
es young people to think boldly, engage confidently with the 
global scientific community, and look toward the future.

This is the second time AFS students have reached the world 
finals, with Lupus Racing competing at Silverstone in 2022. 
The team’s success is a proud moment for AFS, reflecting the 
School’s commitment to fostering the next generation of STEM 
leaders. The team extends its warm thanks to AFS Trustee Fran-
ces Manthos for her generous support.

Recognizing the evolving demands of education, the American 
Farm School continues to invest in the professional development 
of its teaching staff. With the active support of AFS Trustee Deborah 
Androus, the School welcomed back Dr. Andrew Baker, a distin-
guished American expert in educational psychology, for a series of 
faculty training seminars.

Dr. Baker’s program addressed a wide range of topics, includ-
ing contemporary teaching methodologies, the effective use of 
educational technology, and ways to integrate critical thinking 
and creativity into the learning process. Particular emphasis 
was placed on strengthening educators’ interpersonal skills, 
enabling them to foster positive, supportive, and inclusive 
learning environments.

Dr. Baker will be returning to campus in June for 2 weeks of 
intensive workshops with our teachers and faculty. This initia-
tive is expected to have a lasting impact on classroom practice 
across the School. Equipped with new tools and perspectives, 
faculty members are better positioned to design engaging les-
sons, respond to diverse student needs, and encourage active 
participation.
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Strengthening partnerships with U.S. educational Institutions is 
a strategic priority for the American Farm School. In this context, 
two students from Gilbert School in Iowa and four students from 
Iowa State University, accompanied by faculty, recently visited 
the AFS campus through our collaboration with the Future Farm-
ers of America (F.F.A.).

The F.F.A. members explored AFS programs, took part in hands-
on activities at the Educational Farm, and visited alumni agricul-
tural operations, highlighting agricultural education as a shared 
language across cultures.

AFS collaborates with the national F.F.A. organization and hosts 
the only F.F.A. chapter outside the United States. The partnership 
supports student and faculty exchanges and joint initiatives, fur-
ther strengthening Greece-U.S. cooperation in agricultural edu-
cation.

What began as a classroom lesson on contract farming has evolved 
into a collaborative initiative linking agriculture with the green tran-
sition in transportation. The American Farm School’s pilot camelina 
cultivation project – implemented last year in partnership with Verd 
S.A. of the Motor Oil Group and Bios Agrosystems of the “Redestos” 
Efthymiadis Agrotechnology Group – demonstrates applied inno-
vation with tangible educational and environmental benefits.

Camelina, a resilient oilseed crop requiring minimal inputs, was in-
corporated into the School’s curriculum to provide students with 
hands-on experience throughout the entire production cycle, from 
sowing to harvest. The success of the first year led to pilot-scale 
production, aiming to supply camelina for the development of ad-
vanced aviation biofuels. The School plans to repeat the cultivation 
in 2026.

The project underscores the increasing connection between agri-
cultural production and energy innovation, contributing to broader 
efforts to decarbonize transportation.

By combining artificial intelligence with drone technology, the 
American Farm School’s Innovation HUB is advancing olive tree 
protection through the OPTIMA research project (Olive Protection 
via Thermal Imaging). The project focuses on the early detection 
of verticillium wilt, a destructive disease that threatens olive pro-
ductivity and growers’ livelihoods.

OPTIMA uses drones equipped with visible-spectrum, multispec-
tral, and thermal cameras to monitor olive groves. These sensors 
capture visible damage, assess plant health, and detect subtle 
temperature changes that signal infection before symptoms 
appear. The collected data are compiled into high-resolution 
maps and analyzed using a machine-learning model based on 
the YOLO algorithm, enabling accurate, real-time identification of 
infected trees.

The result is a user-friendly application that provides growers with 
detailed maps and clear alerts for targeted intervention. This allows 
farmers to act preventively, reducing costs, protecting healthy trees, 
and avoiding future losses. The platform can also be expanded to 
detect additional diseases in olives and other crops. 

Through OPTIMA, the American Farm School reinforces its 
leadership in agri-food innovation, supporting sustainable 
olive cultivation and the transition to smart, digital agriculture. 

Camelina Cultivation as a Sustainability Practice

A Digital Shield for Olive Trees through  
a Pioneering School Project

Ties with Iowa
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Donors in the United States 2024-2025
DIAMOND BENEFACTORS ($100,000+)

Aliki Perroti, Founder of Perrotis College

American Hellenic Foundation of St. Louis

Deborah Androus

Anonymous 

Nicholas and Joannie C. Danielides

George Gavalas

Lena Abadzi and Theodore Vakrinos

MAJOR BENEFACTORS ($50,000+)

Alexander and Patty Doolas

Barbara K. Heming

Estate of Catherine Henry

Demetrios N. and Lydia Vlachos

BENEFACTORS ($25,000+)

Timothy E. and Sophia S. Hartch

Mary Kontos

Adelia Rasines

Manita Scocimara

CHAIRMAN'S ASSOCIATES ($10,000+)

Anonymous 

Estate of Ernest Thomas Chepou

Demosthenis Raptelis Foundation

Hellenic Foundation

Hellenic Women's Club, Inc.

Jeanann Gray Dunlap Foundation

Jockey Hollow Foundation

Annie Levis

Petros Levis and Ann McCalley

Frances M. Manthos

N. Demos Foundation, Inc.

Stelios and Vaso Petsagourakis Foundation

Ruth Lilly Philanthropic Foundation

Robert W. Uek

Jaan E. and Sharon W. Vaino

William Uhrig and Anastasia Vournas

Estate of Dean C. Zutes

1904 FOUNDERS CIRCLE ($5,000+)

David G. and Jane Acker

Sheila Baird

Keith and Ann Dronen

Ian Highet

Nicholas and Vicki Kyriakos

Jeffrey D. and Marjorie Lansdale

David P. Lansdale 

The Lansdale Family

Helen E. and  Daniel T. Lindsay Family Fund of 
The Minneapolis Foundation

Charles F. Lowrey and Susan Rodriguez

John C. Lycouris

Alex and Doris Malaspina

Daniel M. and Mayo Morgan

Elaine K. Nelson

Anna R. Pleskunas 

Christina Sayare

Peter H. and Leona Schube

Scott and Lynne Smith

Valentios and Theodora Valentis

Dion Vlachos

Ann Weaver

Christine L. Willis

STEWARDS ($2,500+)

Anonymous

Michael L. Lansdale

William L. and Pamela Richter

William A. and Marie Tsacalis

Robert J. and Cynthia Uek

SOWERS ($1,000+)

Anomymous

Peter and Chrysanthi Bien

The David Butler and Ruby Smale Charitable 
Foundation Inc.

Sanders B. Cathcart and Barbara Higgins

The Charles Delmar Foundation

Gregory M. Doublas

Duane R. Downey

Thymis Efthymiadis

Emanuel P. and Susan Fakoukakis

Haralambos and Loella Fekkos

Lance Friedman

Sandy Gmur

Todd and Kathline Hartch

David and Linda Hellmann

John Herdje

John C. and Cynthia House III

Mirka Kakis

Katherine Kaye

Arthur G. and Mary Kentros

James H. and Nike Lagos

Father Nick Metrakos

James F. Newbold

John R. Payne

Nicholas Pisaris

Joel S. and Valerie Post

Bettie H. Pena Rogers

Elaine Shiver

Elizabeth Siderides and Stelios Theofanidis

Pamela S. Stamatiou

Richard Steinbarth

Elizabeth A. Stone

Michael and Lucy W. Thomas

United Church of Christ - Wider Church 
Ministries

The A and T Vavassis Philanthropic Fund

Edward Cooper Wynne Foundation

CONTRIBUTORS ($500+)

Anonymous

Peter T. Arbes

James P. and Ellen Bassett

Neuberger Berman

Pericles D. and Diane Caminis

Dimitri Chriss

J. Michael and Elizabeth Chu

Constantine N. and Katherine Darras

Andrew S. and Blake Foote

Sam J. Galanis

Steven and Tina Georgeou

Bradford Graves

Diana P. Hamilton

Arthur Hughes

H. Daniel and Nancy Hull

Steven Kyriakos

Chase and Laurie Landreth

Noah R. and Madge Levy

Nichol MacManus

Steve Makris

Constantine Maroulis

Thomas M. Mohr

Thomas Mondschean

E. Paul and Nancy Mortimer

Cynthia Nelli

Nuveen Benevolent Trust

Stephen H. and Harley Osman

Craig and Anne Paxton

Athina Peristeropoulou

Wylie R. and Judith Sheldon

Theodore R. Gamble, Jr. and Susan L. Stupin

Regina Vintiadis

Mary T. Walton

FRIENDS ($250+)

John and Anita Borovilas

Nancy M. Carman

Caroline D. Cox

Samuel Demas

Mario and Linda Faustini

Phillip G. and Mary Foote

Brett and Eve Goldberg

Heather Grant

David A. Hargrave

Sharon A. Katz 

Maria Kohilakis

William B. and Deborah McCrory

Donald M. and Evelyn Miller

Ann L. Morfogen

Michael Papadopoulos

Clio Pavlantos

Dorothy and David Rutledge

Amanda Spyrou

David C. Stimson

George and Rosemary Tchobanoglous

Christine Tsichlis

Margaret Tsirantonakis

Katherine Tzortzidis

Nancy Worcester

Stacy and Christos Zarakiotis

DONORS

Anonymous

Patricia Aleck

Vasso Apostolides

James P. Avgeris

Valerie Bauer

George T. and Mary Jane Benis

Demetrios Boboris

Michael W. Carroll

Androniki Christopoulou

Nicholas and Faith Christy

Maria M. Constantinides

Katherine Courpas

Gail Covney

Stella Economou

L. Jack and Judith Faling

William Fford

Dell C. Fox 

Frank Fritts

Terry Fulmer

Christopher Gassett

Constantine Hadjipateras

John A. Hartford Foundation

David Hochberg

Richard L. Jackson

George and Diane Karampas

The Reverend Alexander Karloutsos

Sarah Keesecker

Christina Kyriakos

Thomas Laskaris

Catherine J. LeFevre

Helen Leontiou

John McDevitt

Aristotle Michopoulos

Peter Mihopoulos

William F. Wulsin and Alexandra Moore-
Wulsin

Emily Nammacher

Sercan Ozcan

Matthew W. Panagiotu

Leighanne Penna

Luca Penna

Ignacio Perez Pozuelo

Olga Peristeropoulou

Princeton University Press

Amber R. Randolph

Darlene L. Rhine

Avery Rimer and Richard Weissbourd

The Honorable Douglas Schoppert

Seth J. Sikes

Katherine Silverman

Katherine T. B. Sokoloff

Sean and Laura M. Sommers

Demetra Soterakis

Nicholas D. Stillman

Katharine M. Swibold and Jordan D. Becker

John Valliades

Stelios Vassilakis

Theodore G. and Mary Vernardakis

John and Karen Vratimos

Carl T. Young Jr.

Kostas Zelkas

The American Farm School thanks the following individuals, foundations, corpora-
tions, and organizations for their generous support during the previous fiscal year,  
July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025. In these extraordinary times, their commitment to the 
Institution and its ideals has been exemplary, allowing the School to successfully 
achieve its educational goals. 

In Gratitude
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Donors in Greece 2024-2025

DIAMOND BENEFACTORS (€100,000+)

Aliki Perroti, Founder of Perrotis College

Ariane Condellis

Etairia Politismou and Pronias Aegeas

Epirus S.A.

Athanasios and Marina Martinos

METRO S.A.

OPTIMA S.A.

Aristotelis Panteliadis

Ourania Panteliadis

Stefanos Panteliadis

MAJOR BENEFACTORS (€50,000+)

Alpha Bank

Alumil S.A.

Barba Stathis S.A.

Captain Vassilis and Carmen Constantakopou-
los Foundation

Flora Maria Kyriakopoulou

Lidl Hellas and Sia O.E.

George Milonas

ORYMIL S.A.

Propco 1

BENEFACTORS (€25,000+)

AB Vassilopoulos S.A.

Bodossaki Foundation

Cisco Greece

Macedonian Thrace Brewery S.A.

P J CONDELLIS S.A.

TUVUNU

CHAIRMAN'S ASSOCIATES (€10,000+)

A.G. Leventis Foundation

Association of Friends of the American Farm 
School

Bios Agrosystems S.A.

Christos and Annie Efstathiou

Thymis Efthymiadis

Friends of the American Farm School in 
Athens

Greek Association of Tobacco Processing 
Industry

Green Projects S.A.

Group of Student Services (GSS)

Haitoglou Bros S.A.

International Propeller Club of the U.S. Port 
of Piraeus

Kantsas Akinita Ependisis S.A.

Annie Levis

Petros Levis & Ann McCalley

Jeffrey and Marjorie Lansdale

Lucia's Farm

P.A.P. Company

Petros Petropoulos A.E.B.E.

REDESTOS Efthymiadis Agrotechnology 
Group

SIPTEC

Stichting PiSquare Foundation

1904 FOUNDERS CIRCLE (€5,000+)

The J.F. Costopoulos Foundation

Detas Foundation

S. Dimitriou and SIA E.E.- ASPEKT

Ellinikes Yperagores Sklavenitis A.E.E.

KARENA I.K.E.

Melissa Kikizas AVEE

Frances Manthos

Stephany Manthos

Polychronis Polychroniadis

Apostolos Samoudis (AFS '87)

Samourkas Foundation

Sipcam Hellas

Syndesmos Eisagogeon  
Antiprosopon Mihanimaton (SEAM)

Thessaloniki International  
Trade Fair- Exhibition

Maria Tsakos Foundation

Valentios and Theodora Valentis

Zanna S.A

STEWARDS (€2,500+)

Access Fashion S.A.

AEGEAN Airlines

ATTIKI Bee Culturing Co. - Alexandros Pittas 
S.A.

Olia Avdis

Katerina Basba

Brothers in law

Haidemenos S.A.

Hellafarm S.A.

Kokotos Estate

Konstantinos Kravvas

Phoebe Legakis

Pantelis Papadopoulos S.A.

Andreas Stihl Monoprosopi S.A.

Panagiotis Yatagantzidis

Christos Zafeirakis (AFS '95)

Zafeirakis Domaine

SOWERS (€1,000+)

Christos Boskos (AFS '83)

Eleni Dalacouras

Spyros Dimitriou

Ellen's Deluxe Milk Ice Cream

The ERiS corner

Stamos Fafalios

Fessa Carpets - Martha Grammenidou

Fregio (Kalliontzis Adam and Sia O.E.)

Nikoleta Gkiorgki

Dimitrios Hartidis

Stefanos Hatzistefanou

Hondos Center (Apollonia Politia - Thermai-
kos A.V.E.E.)

Roxani Matsa

MEVGAL S.A.

Konstantinos Mpoutsoukis

Nikoleta Papaioannou

Katerina Papamichael

Athina Peristeropoulou

John Phufas

P-K-Z Furs S.A.

Polina Ellis-Jewellery Design and Trade

Matthildi Tsiaousi

Anastasios Vazakopoulos

Vegoritis Winery

Ioannis Vezyroglou

CONTRIBUTORS (€500+)

Agrotech S.A. - John Deere

Styliani Aggelou

Anonymous

Eleni Apostolidou

Eleni Arvaniti

Coca Cola Elliniki Eteria Emfialosis S.A.

Ioanna-Lydia Doudou

Dimitra Doumani

Dryfo Menexopoulos Bros S.A.

EDUK8 (Lindas Konstantinos)

Stefania-Despoina Efstathiou

Ergomechanics

Eurokteo S.A. - Harisi Maria

Chrysanthos Gavriilidis

Georgios Galinidis

Ioannis Gogos

Dimitra Hali

Nikolaos Hatzopoulos

Ioakeimidis M. - Sampanidis K. O.E.

IWOG

Alexandros Kalemos

Mihalis Kanellopoulos

Petros Karkanis

Ioannis Kligkopoulos

Konservopoiia Voriou Aigeou A.V.E.E.

Miltiadis Korokythakis

Konstantinos Kotsaboikidis

Anastasia Kourtidou

Athanasia Koutroupi

Alexandros Krallis

Vasiliki Malta

MEK Consulting

Montanema Handmade Village

Melina Morali

Maria Pagoni

Dimitris and Christina Panteleimoniti

Konstantinos Pavlidis

Platon Diagnosis S.A.

Eleni-Eirini Ramoglou

Rafael Sidiropoulos

Sui Generis Lab

Maria Terzi

Fotios Tilkeridis

Dim.Triantafyllos and SIA E.E.

Eleftheria Tsaganaki

Matina Tsironi

Morfo Tzelepi

Magdalini Zafeiri

FRIENDS (€250+)

AGNOMarket meat

Agrotikos Ptinotrofikos Syneterismos Ioanni-
non "PINDOS"

Fytoria Albanidi

Georgios Albanidis (AFS '12)

Panagiotis Albanidis (AFS '15)

Davoline-Klimatechniki S.A. 

DiL Fashion Group S.A.

Display Hellas S.A.

ENOAVE S.A.

Heinz

IDOLO SPA

Kalokairi sto Agroktima

Ioanna Karampetsou

Thomas Karapalis

Kir-Yianni Winery

Aikaterini Kourouktsidou

Anastasia Moraitou

E.G. Passias A.B.E.E.

Pax Hospitality

Isidoros Provatos

SD Constantinou and Son S.A. - Yalco

Georgia Spyridou

Garyfalia Tavanidou

George Vildiridis

DONORS

Spyros Adamopoulos

Ourania Alberini

Alexios and Ana Alexiou

Nikolaos Alexiou

Marianna Antonakopoulou

Maria Antonopoulou

Eleni Athanasiadou

Asylo tou Paidiou

Persephone Augoustides-Savvopoulou

B Bracelets

Evangelos Bellos

Danae Bisylla

Theodosis and Elena Bitsi

Peter Custer

Petros Daniil

Apostolos Dapis

Allison Degravelles

Angeliki Dimara

O Dromos tou Tsagiou

Constantinos and Katerina Economou

Vasileios Economou

Leon and Giouli Errera

Eurocamp Thassos Ltd

Eurocatering S.A

Roula Florou

Haris Fountoukidis

Fytogenesi

Fotis and Nenela Georgele

Houda Ghandour

Efstathios Giannakakis

Triada Gkanoudi

Ioannis Gkikas

Elena Gkiogki

Constantinos and Phyllis Hadjiyannakis

Platon Haldaios

George Hatziargiros

Hellas Plants L.T.D.

HELMEPA

George Higas (AFS '02)

Higas AVEE

Eleni Kantyltzoglou

Sofia Karabatou

Eleftheria Karadimou

Dimitrios Karaoulanis and Elli Efthymiou

Georgios Kasapis

Stefanos Kassidis (AFS '90)

Theodoros Katsaros

Evangelia Kleinaki

Maria Koidaki

Alexandra Kopelouzou

Alexandros Kralis

Kri Kri S.A.

Ioannis Kynigopoulos

Christina Levaki

Fani Liatsa

Anastasia Mihailidou

Christos and Sissy Mpampa

Dimitris and Paraskevi Neta

Panagiotis Ninios

Jane Niotis

Alexandros and Haroula Nizamopoulou

Vaso Ntokou

Vasilis Panagiotidis

Spyros Panteleimonitis

Ioanna Papaefthymiou

Nansy Papalexandri

Haide Papasotiriou

Sotiris Papasotiriou

Maria Papasteriadou

Ifigenia Pappa

Alexandros Pappas

Nikolaos Pejiopoulos

Theodoros and Olga Peristeropoulou

Tereza Platidou

Alexandros Psinakis

Rodi Hellas-POM STAR

Krysta Rozakis

Marianna Salpisti

Zizi Sfyri

Maria Shuman

Andronikos Siniori

Maria Soumelidou

Irini Stavridaki

Katerina Stoikou

Syllogos Kathigiton Lykeion AFS

Paraskevi Tamamouna

Theodora Tarabani

Themistoklis Tarasidis

Theatriki Omada Kouvara

Constantinos Troupkos

Athanasios Tsalikidis

Rodoula Tsalouchidou

Kostas Tsekmes and Haroula Kantzani

Rona Tsiotra

Afroditi Valogiorgi

Antonios Vartholomaios

Kostas Vergas

Maria Vlahou

Katya Voutyra-Strigkari

Dimitrios Vragkos

Christine Willis

Diogenis Zahariadis

Lila Zizoula



T HE sower12 13The sower Winter 2025  The sower Issue 191

AFS Benefit Cocktail

In the heart of Manhattan, the American Farm School hosted 
a special benefit evening at Project Farmhouse, bringing to-
gether friends and supporters united by a shared belief in ed-
ucation’s power to change lives. Proceeds from the event sup-
ported the School’s historic Scholarship Program, which has 
opened doors for generations of students.

President Lansdale reflected on the School’s remarkable 121-
year journey, expressed deep gratitude to our donors, and in-
vited guests to continue championing our mission. Chairman 
of the Board of Trustees, Dr. Petros Levis, spoke to the strength 
of unity in challenging times and the enduring impact of ad-
vancing the Founder’s vision.

Alumni Panagiotis Dimtsoudis, Maria-Louisa Dimtsoudis, and 
Nikos Katsaros – now studying at U.S. universities – shared 
powerful personal stories of how the School’s holistic educa-
tion shaped their paths and how scholarship support made 
their journeys possible.

The evening also honored Dean Dakolias, Co-Chairman of For-
tress Investment Group and founding member of The Hellenic 
Initiative, in recognition of his generous support and lasting 
commitment to vocational education.

The American Farm School was honored to participate in a 
public lecture and panel discussion hosted by The City College 
of New York (CCNY) and The Charles B. Rangel Infrastructure 
Workforce Initiative, featuring AFS President Dr. Jeffrey Lans-
dale and moderated by Rangel Initiative Executive Director and 
AFS Trustee Angelo Lampousis, and Dr. Kyle McDonald of CCNY.
During the visit, Dr. Lansdale and members of the AFS dele-
gation met with CCNY President Vincent Boudreau and facul-
ty colleagues, including Drs. Kevin Foster, Juan Mercado, and 
Maria Tzortziou, to explore opportunities for collaboration and 
shared initiatives between Institutions.

The AFS team also toured CCNY teaching laboratories, including 
facilities supporting courses on the sustainability of high-value 
crops—such as coffee, wine, and olive oil—that integrate aca-
demic learning with hands-on experience, as well as the Rangel 
Initiative’s Intensive Barista Training program, which prepares 
participants for careers in the coffee industry.

We are grateful to our hosts and to everyone who took part in 
this meaningful exchange, which highlighted the powerful con-
nections between agriculture, education, and sustainability at 
both the local and global levels.

Visit to City College New York
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Feast of St. John Chrysostom Planned Giving
Planned Giving allows supporters of the American Farm School 
to integrate gifts into their overall financial, tax, and estate plan-
ning. A planned gift enables a donor to make a lasting impact by 
contributing significantly to the School and making a difference 
by helping future generations of students. 

METAMORPHOSIS SOCIETY 
The Metamorphosis Society recognizes and honors the generos-
ity and foresight of those individuals who have made provisions 
in their estate that include the American Farm School and who 
have apprised the School of their intentions. The name “Meta-
morphosis” is chosen for its deeper connection to the School’s 
tradition of providing education that brings about positive 
change, or “metamorphosis,” in the individual. 

David Acker, Deborah Androus, Peter Bien, Emily Carey, Mr. and Mrs. C.W. 

Carson Jr., Joannie and Nicholas Danielides, Marvin Fisher, Dr. and Mrs. 

Alexander Doolas, Mr. and Mrs. George Draper, Phillip G. and Mary Foote, 

Barbara K. Heming, Sarah Holland, Elizabeth (Tad) Lansdale, Jeff and 

Marjorie Lansdale, Petros Levis and Ann McCalley, Susan Mees Longfield, 

Daniel and Mayo Morgan, Nicholas Pisaris, Gail Schoppert, and Nancy 

Worcester..

BEQUESTS 
By including the American Farm School in their wills, the 
following individuals provided a final gift that will strengthen the 
School’s endowment or support other educational needs.

Theodora Abrames, Charlotte Armstrong, Charles Storrs Barrows III, James 

Michael Broomas, Gregor L. Calender, Esther Carhart, Jean S. Crosby, Maria 

Couvaras, Hugh Cullman, Alexander Drapos, Angeline Ducas, Lula Ducas, 

Marvin Fisher, Claire C. Katsanis, Elizabeth M. Godley, Alice L. Hansen, 

Truda Jewett, Darlene Keeley, Edmund Keeley, Eve Curie Labouisse, Clara 

Nickolson, Eleanor McKay Norris, Mr. and Mrs. James G. Paterson, Sr., An-

drew Ponaras, Ruth Schoppert, Aristides Sideropoulos, Mary R. and Charles 

F. Lowrey, Mary Elizabeth Stewart, Barbara L. Wood, Charles L. and Joan 

Thomas, and Winifred E. Weter.

ESTATES AND TRUSTS 
By creating an estate or trust, the following individuals provide 
annual support to the American Farm School that will last past 
their lifetimes.

Esther Carhart, Ernest Thomas Chepou, Philip and Hazel Constantinides, 

Lois Kerimis, Fred W. Kolb, Mary P. Gill, Henry T. Maijgren, Demosthenis 

Raptelis, and Dean C. Zutes.

For more information about joining the Metamorphosis Society 
and other Planned Giving opportunities, please contact Laura 
Sommers at lsommers@amerfarm.org

Apply now!

GREEK 
SUMMER

A COMMUNITY SERVICE & TRAVEL ODYSSEY

June 22 – July 22, 2026

The American Farm School celebrated the Feast of its patron 
saint, St. John Chrysostom, with its annual panigyri on Thurs-
day, November 13, at the campus Chapel. Students, faculty, 
families, and visitors from the wider Thessaloniki community 
gathered for a celebration rooted in faith, tradition, and shared 
values, guided by the charisma and spiritual leadership of our 
new priest Fr. Chrysostomos. 

The day began with a Divine Liturgy, attended by students from 
across the School, followed by a procession of the icon. Stu-
dents played a central role in the festivities, offering products 
from the Educational Farm as well as handmade items created 

specifically for the occasion. This initiative highlighted the im-
portance of learning through practice, community engagement, 
and stewardship, with part of the proceeds supporting the 
Chapel's maintenance and needs.

The celebration concluded with traditional dances performed by 
students and teachers, reinforcing the panigyri’s significance as 
a living connection between education, culture, and the wider 
community the School serves.
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